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Deadline for news articles      

is the 20th of each month.  

October 2013 
I spent a very enjoyable evening with the Godwin Lions club on 
September 4, 2013. My guess is that Godwin percentage wise has 
the most Jack 
Stickley fellows 
of any club in 
the District, 
There are 13 
members in the 
club and 10 are 
Jack Stickley 
Fellows. Way 
to go Godwin!! 

The Godwin Club adopted a Reading program for the school long 

before it was popularized by Past International President Wayne 

Madden. For the past 14 years the club has assisted District 7 Ele-

mentary School in their Accelerated Reading Program. This is a 

reading program for grades kindergarten grade five. Secretary 

Bettie Olsen estimated that the club has averaged 1000 hours of 

volunteer service each year at the District 7 Elementary School. 

Last year alone the Godwin club gave the school a total of $2400 

to assist in the reading program. In addition, members spend 

many hours reading to students 

For two years Godwin gave Dr. Ramsey, an optometrist with the 

Lillington Lions Club a donation to help her with her medical mis-

sion trip to Haiti. In 2011, Godwin gave her $250.00 and $500.00 

in 2012. Returning from her trips, Dr. Ramsey visited the club and 

presented pictures of the Haitian people receiving glasses and eye 

surgeries. 

For the last 4 years the Godwin club has met the District Gover-

nor‟s goals, except for membership. For the White Cane program 

the club not only met the goal but contributed $100.00 per mem-

ber. During my visit, I was presented a check for $1300 ($100 per 

member) for the Brighter Visions annual fund drive.. 
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OFFICIAL VISITS FOR YEAR 2013-2014 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR  VINCE SCHIMMOLLER:  ABERDEEN - BROADWAY - CHADBOURN - 

COATS - MASSEY HILL - HAMLET - SEJONG - LILLINGTON - LAKE WACCAMAW - PEMBROKE 

- GODWIN - PINE BLUFF - SAINT PAULS - SEVEN LAKES - WEST MONTGOMERY - UNC PEM-

BORKE - SOUTHEASTERN NC   EYECARE - KELLY 

1st VDG KEN SMITH:  DUNN - BUIES CREEK - CLARKTON - CLINTON - DUBLIN -  ELLERBE - 

MARY STEWART - SANFORD - VASS - MAXTON- ERWIN - ANGIER - WHITEVILLE. 

2
ND

 VDG  LYNN MCCASKILL:  CANDOR - BISCOE - CARTHAGE - MT. GILEAD - ROCKINGHAM 

- LAUREL HILL - LAURINBURG - LUMBERTON - WESTERN  HARNETT - TABOR CITY - TROY 

Over the years, the club has assisted many other individuals 

with glasses, eye exams and other needs on an individual      

basis. 

The Godwin Lions club-small but mighty has enhanced the    

International Motto of “WE SERVE” to 

“THAT‟S WHAT WE DO „‟WE SERVE” 

Way to go Godwin Lions Club- District 31 F is proud to claim 

you as one of our clubs. 

DG Vince Schimmoller 

Ellerbe Lions Club is proud to announce Lawnmower  
racing is back!! 
Gates open at 2pm 
Racing starts at 6pm 

Race Dates: 
October 12th 
November 9th 

Dates subject to change due to condi-
tions 
Concessions Available – General Admission: $5.00 (Children 6 
and under Free) 
Kermit Perkins 910-995-0774 / Joey Bostick 910-417-9537 
David Poland 910-417-1589 
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N.C. Lions VIP Fishing Tournament                             

OCT. 21-23, 2013 www.ncvipfishing.org 

Every year the Divison of Services for the Blind in Moore County arranges for a bus   

to pick up blind and visually impaired people that want to go the VIP Fishing Tourna-

ment in Manteo. The bus is used to transport folks from Scotland, Richmond, Anson, 

Moore, Lee, Cumberland and Wayne County. I am sending this to all clubs in these 

District 31F counties asking for your support in helping offset the cost to get the folks 

to the fishing tournament. This year the cost for the bus is $2800. Please do what you 

can to help. 

Make checks payable to Freeman Tours Unlimited and mail to Ida McGill at Scotland 

Co. DSS, PO Box 1647, Laurinburg, NC 28353. 

Send me an email noting how much you have contributed so I can keep track of the 

Disstrict 31F contributions. If you have any questions about the bus transportation, 

please contact Sallie Wofford, her telephone and email information is listed below. 

DG Vince Schimmoller 

Sallie Wofford, BSW, SWIII 

Division of Services for the Blind 

Moore County DSS 

PO Box 938 / Carthage, NC 28327 

Phone 910-947-7438 / Fax 910-947-6544 / sallie.wofford@dhhs.nc.gov 

The Mary Stewart Lions Club is having our annual Bingo event on Nov. 11th at the 
Dunn Community Center from 6:00pm until 10:00pm. Hot dogs, hamburgers, sweets 
and drinks will be available for sale. Lots of fun, good Bingo prizes for the winners.  
We will also have available raffle tickets for sale at 
$1 each or 6 for $5. First prize is a $250 shopping 
spree at any Carlie C IGA store, 2nd prize is $100 
cash and 3rd prize is $50 cash. The drawing will be 
held at about 10:00pm.  We normally have 250-300 
people. The monies raised will be used to help 
needy people in our community. All are welcome! 
Come join the fun. Any questions please contact 
me at 919-894-8003. Thank you. 
 
Lindsey Boone, Sec. Mary Stewart Lions Club  
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White Cane Safety Day - October 15th 

In 1921, James Biggs, a photographer from Bristol, England, became blind following an     

accident. Because he was feeling uncomfortable with the amount of traffic around his home, 

he painted his walking stick white to be 

more easily visible. 

In 1930, the late George A. Bonham, 

President of the Peoria Lions Club 

(Illinois) introduced the idea of using the 

white cane with a red band as a means 

of assisting the blind in independent    

mobility. The Peoria Lions approved the 

idea, white canes were made and distrib-

uted, and the Peoria City Council 

adopted an ordinance giving the bearers 

the right-of way to cross the street. News 

of the club‟s activity spread quickly to 

other Lions clubs throughout the United 

States, and their visually handicapped 

friends experimented with the white 

canes. Overwhelming acceptance of the 

white cane idea by the blind and sighted 

alike quickly gave cane users a unique 

method of identifying their special need 

for travel  consideration among their 

sighted counterparts. 

Also in 1931, in France, Guilly d‟Herbe-

mont recognized the danger to blind  

people in traffic and launched a national 

“white stick movement” for blind people. 

She donated 5,000 white canes to people in Paris.  Today white cane laws are on the books 

of every state in the US and many other countries,  providing blind persons a legal status in 

traffic. The white cane now universally acknowledges that the bearer is blind.  

To make the American people more fully aware of the meaning of the white cane and of the 

need for motorists to exercise special care for the blind person who carries it, on October 6, 

1964, the U.S. Congress approved a resolution authorizing the President of the US to annu-

ally issue a proclamation designating October 15th as “National White Cane Safety Day.” 

What will your club do to promote White Cane Safety Day?     
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ATTENTION CLUB SECRETARIES 

Good record keeping is extremely important to your club. 

By not keeping your membership data current, it costs your club money. Lions Club 

International (LCI) and the District bill each club its semi-annual dues based on the 

number of members on the roster as of July 1 and Jan 1. So if you have a member 

resign, move away or die and do not report it to LCI, you will be charged for that 

member. Therefore, I encourage each of you to submit the Monthly Membership Re-

port (MMR) regardless if there are changes or not. Get in the habit of submitting a 

MMR each month, it takes very little time and will keep your club current. There are 

several clubs in the District that have gone for over 18 months without submitting an 

MMR. District Governor Vince has advised me that he will be sending an email to 

each of the clubs that are more than 3 months in arrears. 

Also important and informative to the District Governor‟s team, is the Monthly Activity 

Report. While it is not critical to the day to day operation of your club, it gives an over-

all accounting of your club‟s activities. All secretaries are requested to enter data into 

the LCI data base monthly that describes the type and hours of volunteer service that 

you are providing your community. This allows the District Governor a way of seeing 

what good things each club is doing and to give the club proper recognition. We need 

to be proud and take credit of what we are doing to serve the blind and visually im-

paired, and our local communities. Again there are many clubs that have not reported 

anything for the last several years. 

If you have any problems or need help in entering the data, please give me a call 

(919-499-2198) or send me an email peggystrange@windstream.net and I will get 

someone to help you. 

Lion Peggy Strange 

I regret to inform you that I will not be seeking the office of Governor for District 31F.  Because of my 
current obligations with my job and returning back to school to work on my 
Doctor of Ministry degree from Campbell University, I will be limited to the   
extra time that I have to offer in service. 
 
Thank you for the support and the opportunities that Lions has provided me 
during the last several years. I have enjoyed my time of service with other   
Lions Club members throughout the state.  I will continue to serve as 1st VDG 
until the new lions year. 
 
If I can be of any assistance during this transition, please let me know. I will   
be glad to help however I can. 
 
1st VDG Ken Smith  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 

Summer is behind us, school has started and we as Lions are ready for a great year of service to 

those less fortunate.  It is a good time to reflect on what is your dream for the upcoming year.  At 

the Induction ceremony on July 27, I challenged all of the Lions to come up with your dream for 

the year.  What do you want to do as a special activity this year, it may or may not be directly re-

lated to the Lions.  I encourage each of you to write down what is it that you want to accomplish.  

Send me your dream and I will make a dream board for the District 31F winter convention.  With 

the collection of dreams, we all will be surprised at what we have accomplished. 

At the last Cabinet meeting on Aug 24, Zone Chair Janice Boone announced a membership con-

test for District 31 F from July 1 to December 31, 2013.  For each member that you bring into 

your club you get one point and if the member is a woman you get another point.  The club that 

gets the greatest percentage increase  at the end of December will get a $100 check from the 

District for you to use for your favorite Service Project.   In addition, the names of two of the new 

members will be drawn and they will get to go to the District 31F convention at no charge. As of 

Sept 18, the Seven Lakes club is in the lead with a 19% increase and Buies Creek and West 

Montgomery close behind with a 15% increase.  If any club would like a little help with recruiting 

new members, give DG Vince or the District Membership Chair Gary Greene a call. 

I just returned from the USA/Canada Leadership Forum in Overland Park, Kansas from Sept 19-

21.  There were over 2,000 lions in attendance from USA and Canada.  During the 2 day leader-

ship conference, attendees were offered the opportunity to select 7-8 seminars of their choice 

from about 50 topics.  In addition there were 3 inspirational speakers that addressed the group.  

Later this week I will be sending club presidents and secretaries highlights of the seminars that I 

attended.  I highly recommend club presidents, zone chairs or anyone that is interested in learn-

ing more about the Lions organization.  Next year’s Leadership Forum is in San Juan, Puerto Rico 

on Sept 11-13, 2014. 

There are several things going on in the District and State that you might be interested in knowing 

about.  The VIP Fishing Tournament on the Outer Banks is scheduled for Oct.20-23.  It is not too 

late to volunteer to help at the event or to invite VIPs in your area to go.  If you have never partici-

pated, it is a blast. 

The next Cabinet meeting is set for Saturday, November 2 at the Lumberton Lions clubhouse, 

1985 Carthage Road at Exit 19 on I-95.  Meeting starts at 10 AM and should last for about 2 

hours.  Come join us for a lite breakfast. 

On November 9, there is a Council of Governors meeting at the Hampton Inn and Suites located 

at 200 Columbus Drive in Aberdeen.  Meeting starts at 9 am and goes until about 2 pm.  This is 

your chance to learn about the operation of the Lions at the State level.  Come join us for lunch 

and meet some of the other Governors and the State leaders of the North Carolina Lions.  

Vince Schimmoller DG 


