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Deadline for news articles      

is the 20th of each month.  

OFFICER TRAINING 

Over the past couple of weeks Lynn McCaskill, Ken Smith or I have called the 

club President or  Secretary of each club to encourage them to make sure 

that they have their club officers elected and form PU 101 submitted to Lions 

Club International by April 15.  We need this data to finalize the  District 31F 

Directory.  We would appreciate your support in getting this accomplished.   

As we “Look to Serve” in the upcoming year we need to have our club officers 

trained in the duties of their job.  In the past years we provided new officer 

training in August which was about 2 months after you had taken over the 

new job.  This year we would like to hold the training in May so that you have 

an opportunity to learn what is expected before you are in the position.      

The training will be held on  May 11th at the Lillington Baptist Church,   

210 West Lofton Street in Lillington (10:00am).  Training will be for all 

Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurers.  We hope that the training will pro-

vide you a  better understanding of your job and make it a much easier task.  

In addition, I would like Zone Chairs to attend so that we can discuss the pro-

gram for the year and review your job requirements.   

Vince Schimmoller - District Governor Elect 
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Dear Lions and friends, 

We are delighted to announce a partnership between the non-profit Raising Cane   
organization (www.RaisingCane.org) and the NC Lions Inc to bring “Camp Abilities”  
to the Camp Dogwood campus this summer. Camp Abilities is a sports camp for blind 
and vision impaired youth ages 11-17. We are very excited to integrate this program 
for youth into our services here at Camp Dogwood. Please see the attached press  
release and camper application for more information and contacts. We know you will 
join us in welcoming this new partnership to serve our blind and visually impaired 
neighbors and friends. 

Best regards, 

Susan King 

Director - Camp Dogwood for the Blind & Visually Impaired 

7050 Camp Dogwood Dr. - PO Box 39 

Sherrills Ford, NC 28673 

phone: 800-662-7401 / 828-478-2155 x229 / fax: 828-478-4419 

 www.meetingcentercampdogwood.org  / www.nclionscampdogwood.com 

OFFICIAL VISITS FOR YEAR 2013-2014 

DISTRICT GOVERNOR  VINCE SCHIMMOLLER 

ABERDEEN - BROADWAY - CHADBOURN - COATS - MASSEY HILL - HAMLET - 

SEJONG - LILLINGTON - LAKE WACCAMAW - PEMBROKE - GODWIN - PINE 

BLUFF - SAINT PAULS - SANFORD - SEVEN LAKES - WEST MONTGOMERY - 

UNC PEMBORKE - SOUTHEASTERN NC   EYECARE - KELLY 

1st VDG KEN SMITH 

DUNN - BUIES CREEK - CLARKTON - CLINTON - DUBLIN - ELLERBE - MARY 

STEWART - VASS - MAXTON- ERWIN - ANGIERS - WHITEVILLE. 

2
ND

 VDG  LYNN MCCASKILL 

CANDOR - BISCOE - CARTHAGE - MT. GILEAD - ROCKINGHAM - LAUREL HILL - 

LAURINBURG - LUMBERTON - WESTERN  HARNETT - TABOR CITY - TROY 

http://www.raisingcane.org/


Bladen, Cumberland, Columbus, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, 

Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland 
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Fellow Lions of 31-F 

As you may have heard or read in the minutes of the last cabinet meeting, District 31-F is working to 
create a fellowship for our own Past International President Sid L. Scruggs III. 
Lion Sid, 31-F Cabinet and the Board of Directors of North Carolina Lions Inc. have approved this. 
We have been working on the details. 
The Fellowship will be similar to the Jack Stickley and the William Woolard awards in concept but the 
money raised by this fellowship will go toward the VIP’s at Camp Dogwood not administration. 
The money from this will be in an endowment with the proceeds, interest, dividends, etc. going to help 
offset the cost of the campers at Camp Dogwood. This will not affect Camp Dogwood tickets as that 
money goes toward upkeep of the camp. 
The fellowship will continue PIP Sid’s theme of the Beacon of Hope, and will have five levels at a cost 
of $200 per level, which is a total of $1000 to reach the top level. We hope to have it ready to present 
at the state convention in May. 
What I am asking for today is that we, the Lions of 31-F, honor our PIP Sid and First Lady Judy with 
the first two fellowships. This will cost $2000. 
I am asking that each Lions Club in 31-F donate at least $50 toward this endeavor. Individual dona-
tions are also accepted. 
If your Club, or individuals wish to donate to this cause, please send your check made payable to Dis-
trict 31-F to: Cabinet Treasurer Cindy Kirby, 707 Wedgewood Road, Whiteville, NC 28472. Denote on 
your check that this is for PIP Sid’s Fellowship. Since this is a fellowship for VIP’s, the money can 
come from your service funds. DG Randy will use any excess funds to buy a beginning level fellow-
ship for a deserving Lion or Lions. 

In Service, 

PDG Jerry Lee Thomas 

Lions services for children address children’s health and education needs across the globe. Help children in 

your community by implementing one or more of the following project ideas: 

1. Organize a monthly food drive to help feed hungry children. 

2. Assist with a school lunch program. 

3. Work with healthcare professionals to provide free immunizations. 

4. Provide baby supply kits for newborns in need. 

5. Supply Braille and large-print books for blind or visually-impaired children. 

6. Establish a tutoring program at your local school or library. 

7. Start a reading program for preschool and grade school children. 

8. Organize a toy drive for a children’s after-school center. 

9. Sponsor a sports day for children with physical challenges and other disabilities. 

10. Refurbish used bicycles and distribute to children. 

11. Volunteer at a camp for children with diabetes. 

12. Collect clothing and shoes for a battered women and children shelter. 

  

What are the needs of children in your community, and how does your Lions club help? 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/services-for-children/index.php


Bladen, Cumberland, Columbus, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland 
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60 days to go! 
 

It’s hard to believe that May is here and this Lions year is coming to an end.  You have  
accomplished so much this year, and I am tremendously proud to have been a part of it.  My goal 
for the remainder of this year is to finish it out as strong as possible. 

On the initiatives front, we are emailing all information that we get from LCI and NCLI.    
We will also email the newsletter to this same list. This is all part of an effort for transparency    
regarding how the district works.  We hope that you will continue to use the district website 
www.nclions31F.net. 

We’ve given Humanitarian/White Cane our all with 2
nd

 VDG Ken Smith in the lead of our 
efforts.  Please accept my thanks for your donations, time and effort.  Our goal remains $75,500 
and we are currently above 70% of that.  We also hope to have 100% participation from our 
clubs.   Any donation from the club qualifies, we just hope for full participation. 

Membership remains strong in the district.  This year 31F has qualified for the LCI cruising 
award and the winners circle gold award and was the only district in the state to receive either 
award.  We are in the race to end membership positive and 31F will either end positive or fail 
creditably.   

Please join me in welcoming our newest club, Southeastern North Carolina Eye Care      
Interest Lions Club, to district 31F.  This is the first cyber club to be chartered in NC and is made 
up of Optometrists, opticians, office staff and others interested in eye care.  It will be joined soon 
by the Southeastern North Carolina Healthcare Interest Lions Club.  More to follow on that. 

Your governor’s team has completed all of the official visits, and we would like to extend 
our thanks to the entire district for your hospitality, dedication and devotion to helping those in 
need.  You personify our motto of “We Serve.” 

The North Carolina State Lions Convention is coming up in May in Greensboro.  Please 
come and join us as we will have important issues to vote on.  Specifically, we will vote on 
whether or not to change the name of the  Humanitarian/White Cane fund drive to the new    
moniker “Brighter Visions.”   Also, we will vote on redistricting the state from the current 8 districts 
down to 5.  In my view both resolutions are a step forward for the state.  However, I see my    
function as giving the members accurate and useful information that allows you to make an       
informed decision.  I have confidence that we will make good choices. 

So as we hit the last 60 days of this Lions year, stay sharp, and bring it in strong.  I thank 
you for all you have done and this year and all you will do as the year closes out.  Please let me 
know if you need anything at all. 

 

Thomas R. Kirby 

910-212-2066 

Thomas_kirby@rocketmail.com 
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Improving Membership Satisfaction 
The key to keeping your Lions club healthy and thriving is membership satisfaction.       
Members who are happy will continue serving their community with Lions clubs. Strengthen 
your club’s membership by identifying and addressing common problems that often lead to 
dissatisfaction. 
Below, find examples of reasons why members might be dissatisfied with their Lions club, as 
well as ideas for improvement. 
 

Problem: Members are not satisfied with club meetings. 
Meetings that are unproductive, not enjoyable, or too hierarchal/formal are common reasons 
why members may not feel that the meetings are a good use of time. 
 

Ideas for Improvement: 
Consider using cyber meetings, email or other online tools to communicate with members 

quickly without the formality of a meeting. 

Set a realistic time schedule for the meeting, and stick to it. 

Change the location of your meetings. A different space could bring a new perspective. 

Find out if your members enjoy the Lions customs and traditions, or if there are some 
they might prefer to eliminate during meetings. 
 

Problem: Members are not satisfied with club dues/costs. 
Money is an issue for many people, and members may feel that the club’s dues are too     
expensive. 
 

Ideas for Improvement: 
Eliminate a full meal at every meeting to cut costs. 

Consider a different meeting location that may be more affordable. 

Inform members of appropriate LCI programs that help decrease costs, such as Student or 
Family Membership programs. 
 

Problem: Members are not satisfied with club service. 
Perhaps members are not interested in the types of community projects your club provides, 
or they feel that the service focuses too little or too much on certain things (for example, not 
enough focus on serving the community and too much focus on fundraising).                  

Ideas for Improvement:  

Regularly check with your club to determine what services members want to provide.  
Tailor projects to the interests and abilities of your members. 

Identify your community’s needs and organize projects that address them. 

Does your club do the same projects every year? Consider changing up your projects, or 
making minor changes to existing projects. 

Start new projects with other groups who share the same objectives. 
 

Do you have any ideas, suggestions or tips for keeping members satisfied? 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/membership-and-new-clubs/invite-members/programs-mem-student.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/membership-and-new-clubs/invite-members/family-membership/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/about-lions/fast-facts.php
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Dear NC Lions, Summer is approaching fast. Please consider spending a week with us as a volunteer 
at Camp Dogwood. See the attached application for more information. Feel free to give me a call or 
email with questions. 

Volunteers are needed: 
Session 1 (June 2-8) 4 needed 
Session 3 (June 16-22 ) 3 needed 
Session 4 (June 23-29) 7 needed 
Session 5 (June 30-July 6) 5 needed 
Session 7 (July 14-20) 1 needed 
Session 8 (July 21-27) 1 needed 
Session 9 (July 28-Aug.3) 4 needed 

Best regards, 
Susan King - Director 
Camp Dogwood for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
7050 Camp Dogwood Dr. - PO Box 39 
Sherrills Ford, NC 28673 
phone: 800-662-7401 / 828-478-2155 x229 
fax: 828-478-4419 

http://www.meetingcentercampdogwood.org/ 
http://www.nclionscampdogwood.com/ 

31F Leaders,   if you are having problems updating your officers on-line. 
perhaps the following procedure will help.  To update your officers for next 
year, please use the following procedure:       

Log on to MY LCI at http://www.lionsclubs.org/ using your User name and 
Password         

Under the “MY TASKS” tab, click on “ENTER CURRENT YEAR’S OFFI-
CERS”.         

Under the word “OFFICERS”, click on “SELECT TERM”.  

Select “NEXT YEAR”. You will see a list of all the club officer titles.            
In the “PRESIDENT” box, click on “ADD OFFICER”.         

Select and confirm the president from the list of members.      

Repeat for each office.   After doing this you should be able to click on 
“Reports” under your “My Lions Club” tab and find that it has been        
updated your PU101.    

http://www.meetingcentercampdogwood.org/
http://www.nclionscampdogwood.com/
http://www.lionsclubs.org/
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The N.C. Lions VIP Fishing Tournament will be held on   
Oct. 21-23, 2013 on North Carolina's Outer Banks.         
Copies of the participant application, volunteer application 
and guest application can be obtained by visiting the   
tournament's website at www.ncvipfishing.org  

Around the world, Lions are known 

for providing sight services to those in 

need, and eyeglass recycling is one of 

the main Lions activities that help     

to achieve that.   During May, we    

encourage Lions to participate in     

Recycle for Sight Month by organizing an eyeglass    

collection in your community or workplace. 

http://www.ncvipfishing.org/
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Dist. 31F Brighter Visions Meeting - August 24th 10:00am -  

Lillington Baptist Church, 210 West Lofton Street, Lillington. 


