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Greetings from Jamaica!  It’s funny where you find yourself    
writing your newsletter articles and even funnier who you run 
into.  First there is a saying here that everything is irie, which 
means good.  The response is yeh, mon.  It’s great to be part of 
such a wonderful and global organization as Lions International.  
When I got on the boat I thought I recognized someone in the 
crowd, but didn’t think much of it.  Turned out to be another 
North Carolina Lion, Dave Titus, who was vacationing with his 
family.  Then standing in line to board a bus this morning, I found 
a very tall man smiling down at me.  It was a little creepy until he 
pointed at my hat and then at his.  Turned out that he’s a Lion 
too and from Uruguay.  No matter where I go in the world, if I 
have on my Lions logo or pins, I make new friends. 

Back at home we are having a great year in 31F.  Of particular 
interest for the near future are the NC Lions State Convention, 
the Walk Across North Carolina and the new clubs that we are 
forming here in the district. The NC Lions State Convention will 
be held in Greensboro this year in May.  There will be the usual 
events and some new things as well.  On the new list is a new 
collectors program book filled with stories about how Lions have 
improved the lives of people right here at home.  Also, we will be 
packaging another 10,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now.  This is 
an event that we have done this year here in 31F, and it is very 
hands-on and gratifying to participate in.  Finally, there will be the 
usual golf tournament, which is always great fun. The Walk 
Across North Carolina will take place at the end of April.  Check 
the state or district web sites for registration forms, get some 
sponsors and get walking.  All funds raised will go to the district 
Humanitarian/White Cane for the year. At this point we are back 
membership positive, a position we may be able to keep for the 
remainder of the year.   We have chartered a new cyber club,  
the Southeastern NC Eye Care Interest Club, with 21 new mem-
bers.  We also have two new branch clubs.  We will  either finish 
the year membership positive or fail creditably.  As always, 
thanks for all you do as we work towards a better world.  I’m 

proud to be a part of our great organization.  

Randy  
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Coach Jim Graver started the Leo ball rolling in 1957 and chances are that 

ball was a baseball. Graver was the baseball coach of the Abington High 

School in Pennsylvania, USA and an active member of the  Glenside Lions 

Club.  With help from his fellow Lion, William Ernst, the first Leo club was 

charted on December 5, 1957. 

As the world's first Leo club, the Abington High School Leo Club created the 

Leo acronym – Leadership, Equality, Opportunity – and they chose their 

school  colors, maroon and gold to serve as the Leo club colors.                 

Later, Equality was changed to Experience. 

In October 1967, the board of directors of Lions Clubs      

International adopted the Leo Club Program as an official 

program of the association. 

The Leo Club Program as been growing strong for over 50 

years.  Community service remains the cornerstone of the 

program.  Like their Lion counterparts, Leo club members 

enjoy serving their neighbors and watching positive results 

unfold. 
 

Sponsoring a Leo club brings new energy to your Lions club 
and can increase your club’s community exposure by       
attracting new audiences, such as young professionals and 
parents.  April is Leo Club Awareness Month, the perfect time to consider sponsoring a Leo club that 
will provide members with camaraderie and growth through participation in community service     
projects, social functions and leadership development activities.  Through Leo clubs, you will have a 
positive influence on today’s youth and young adults – helping them become better citizens and 
leaders for life. 

As your 1st VDG-elect, I encourage you to consider how starting a Leo Club could be beneficial to 
your community.  Just imagine the impact these youth could make towards making a difference in 
district 31F.  If I can be of any help with this process please feel free to contact me. 

Ken Smith - 1VDG-elect    

Learn More about LEO Clubs at: 

Youth Programs Department 

Lions Clubs International 

300 W. 22
nd

 Street 

Oak Brook, IL 60523-8842 

Phone: 1 630 571 5466 

E-mail: leo@lionsclubs.org 

www.lionsclubs.org   



Bladen, Cumberland, Columbus, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, 

Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland 
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Fellow Lions of 31-F 

As you may have heard or read in the minutes of the last cabinet meeting, District 31-F is working to 
create a fellowship for our own Past International President Sid L. Scruggs III. 
Lion Sid, 31-F Cabinet and the Board of Directors of North Carolina Lions Inc. have approved this. 
We have been working on the details. 
The Fellowship will be similar to the Jack Stickley and the William Woolard awards in concept but the 
money raised by this fellowship will go toward the VIP’s at Camp Dogwood not administration. 
The money from this will be in an endowment with the proceeds, interest, dividends, etc. going to help 
offset the cost of the campers at Camp Dogwood. This will not affect Camp Dogwood tickets as that 
money goes toward upkeep of the camp. 
The fellowship will continue PIP Sid’s theme of the Beacon of Hope, and will have five levels at a cost 
of $200 per level, which is a total of $1000 to reach the top level. We hope to have it ready to present 
at the state convention in May. 
What I am asking for today is that we, the Lions of 31-F, honor our PIP Sid and First Lady Judy with 
the first two fellowships. This will cost $2000. 
I am asking that each Lions Club in 31-F donate at least $50 toward this endeavor. Individual dona-
tions are also accepted. 
If your Club, or individuals wish to donate to this cause, please send your check made payable to Dis-
trict 31-F to: Cabinet Treasurer Cindy Kirby, 707 Wedgewood Road, Whiteville, NC 28472. Denote on 
your check that this is for PIP Sid’s Fellowship. Since this is a fellowship for VIP’s, the money can 
come from your service funds. DG Randy will use any excess funds to buy a beginning level fellow-
ship for a deserving Lion or Lions. 

In Service, 

PDG Jerry Lee Thomas 

4 Reasons to Start a New Lions Club in District 31-F 

While your local Lions club focuses on the community’s specific needs, it’s also important to address 
the issues in surrounding areas. Extending your reach means making more of an impact, and you  
can do so by starting new clubs. Here are four reasons to start a new Lions club: 

1. Expand Membership – A new club leads to more members, more volunteers, new ideas and    
resources, fresh energy, and an increase in district funds for activities and projects. 
2. Improve the Community – A Lions club gives communities the opportunity to respond to local 
needs through service-minded individuals and community service projects. 
3. Engage New Member Types – Encourage younger members, families and women to join, or form 
a Special Interest Lions club. 
4. Plan for the Future – The future of Lions clubs depends on new, young members and extension. 
Start a new club and enable more Lions to continue making a difference. 



Bladen, Cumberland, Columbus, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland 
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BROADWAY LIONS CLUB  
OUR WAY FESTIVAL   

5th Annual - April 20, 2013 
www.broadwaync.com / 919-258-9922 

Expanded Street Fair, BBQ Cook-off, Car-Truck-Motorcycle-Antique Tractor     
Display, Cornhole Tournament, Fee Kids   Activities, Live Entertainment    
including a free 2-hour concert by the Woodshedders and the Second 

Chance Band.  All this plus our first Donut Hole Eating Contest. 

http://www.broadwaync.com/
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The 2013 Lions State Convention is being held in Greensboro at the Airport Marriott Hotel May 16-19, 
2013. The convention committee is requesting each Lions Club in North Carolina to assist in develop-
ing a fantastic, fun-filled, convention – “Celebrating our Youth” 

We will have a silent auction and a live auction each day of the convention and request that clubs 
supply one or more new items and one or more antique items to be sold during the convention. We 
need a suggested value of the donated items, especially for the antiques. All proceeds will be used to 
assist with services for those WE SERVE. 

We suggest that each club appoint a member to head up this activity and to be responsible for getting 
the items to the convention in Greensboro by 4:00 PM on Thursday, May 16. 

For further information contact the Chairmen of the Auction committee. 

Lion F. L. (Doc) Shaver 
336-788-3397 
Fsh1014206@aol.com 

Lion Stewart Wooten 
336-625-3395 
336-318-2371 
jstewartwooten@gmail.com 

Thank you for helping to make the convention a success. 

Lions F. L. (Doc) Shaver and Stewart Wooten 
Chairmen of Auction Committee 

Dear NC Lions, Summer is approaching fast. Please consider spending a week with us as a volunteer 
at Camp Dogwood. See the attached application for more information. Feel free to give me a call or 
email with questions. 

Volunteers are needed: 
Session 1 (June 2-8) 4 needed 
Session 3 (June 16-22 ) 3 needed 
Session 4 (June 23-29) 7 needed 
Session 5 (June 30-July 6) 5 needed 
Session 7 (July 14-20) 1 needed 
Session 8 (July 21-27) 1 needed 
Session 9 (July 28-Aug.3) 4 needed 

Best regards, 
Susan King - Director 
Camp Dogwood for the Blind & Visually Impaired 
7050 Camp Dogwood Dr. - PO Box 39 
Sherrills Ford, NC 28673 
phone: 800-662-7401 / 828-478-2155 x229 
fax: 828-478-4419 

http://www.meetingcentercampdogwood.org/ 
http://www.nclionscampdogwood.com/ 

http://www.meetingcentercampdogwood.org/
http://www.nclionscampdogwood.com/
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o District Committee Chairpersons contact each club and have them 
contact the high school principal that their club associates with to an-
nounce the essay contest and the guidelines for entry. 
o Essays are restricted to 11th grade students 

against its validity today. 
-2013 is “Is the United States of America Excep-

tional?” 
 

mined. 

so that a winner can be selected before the fall/ mid-winter convention. 
For Districts G/H/J a winner from each district 
o Club will submit the winner for the District competition. 
o District Committee Chairperson organizes group to evaluate essays 
and select winner in time for fall/ mid-winter convention. 

 
o Winner of contest attends banquet and reads paper or attends cabinet meeting and reads paper. 
DG presents monetary award (subject to DG Budget authority) to winner. 
o Winning paper submitted for state competition 
o State Committee Chairperson organizes committee to select state winner from among the district 
winners. 
o State winner reads essay at a venue determined by the State Convention Committee CC or Guest 
Speaker announces prize (subject to approval of COG) for winner at banquet. 

N o r t h 

Caro l ina 

Lions  

Celebrate 

Liberty  

E s s a y    

Contest  

Process 

NC LIONS STATE CONVENTION 

The next big event that is coming up for the Lions is the NC State Convention in Greensboro at the 

Marriott Airport Hotel on May 17-19, 2013.  There is a very important issue on the ballot this year 

concerning the re-districting (going from 8 districts down to 5 districts).  In my opinion re-districting is 

needed and I encourage you to support this ballot issue.   At the convention, each club is allowed 1 

delegate vote for each 10 members that you have in your club.  You need to get your certification of 

delegates to District Secretary Cindy Kirby by Aril 15.   

If you are a golfer there is a golf tournament scheduled for Friday, May 17 at the Oak Hollow Golf 

Course in High Point.  The cost of the tournament is $35 per person and the format is a 2 Person 

Super Ball.    

At the Saturday District Governor’s Banquet, incoming Lions International President Barry Palmer for 

Australia will be the speaker.  Registration forms are on the NC Lions web site.  I hope to see many 

of you at the convention. 

 

Vince Schimmoller 

District Governor Elect  

http://nclions31f.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/north-carolina-lions-celebrate-liberty-essay-contest-process/
http://nclions31f.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/north-carolina-lions-celebrate-liberty-essay-contest-process/
http://nclions31f.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/north-carolina-lions-celebrate-liberty-essay-contest-process/
http://nclions31f.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/north-carolina-lions-celebrate-liberty-essay-contest-process/
http://nclions31f.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/north-carolina-lions-celebrate-liberty-essay-contest-process/
http://nclions31f.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/north-carolina-lions-celebrate-liberty-essay-contest-process/
http://nclions31f.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/north-carolina-lions-celebrate-liberty-essay-contest-process/
http://nclions31f.wordpress.com/2013/03/04/north-carolina-lions-celebrate-liberty-essay-contest-process/
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A great way to promote Lions Clubs International with this new durable and long lasting 
flexible magnetized vinyl oval sticker. Recommended for use on automobiles.  

4″ h x 6″ w. 

Price: $1.00 

Find this item at 

https://www2.lionsclubs.org/p-393-removable-oval-bumper-sticker.aspx 
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OFFICER TRAINING 

Over the past couple of weeks Lynn McCaskill, Ken Smith or I have called the club President or  

Secretary of each club to encourage them to make sure that they have their club officers elected and 

form PU 101 submitted to Lions Club International by April 15.  We need this data to finalize the  

District 31 F Directory.  We would appreciate your support in getting this accomplished.  As we “Look 

to Serve” in the upcoming year we need to have our club officers trained in the duties of their job.  In 

the past years we provided new officer training in August which was about 2 months after you had 

taken over the new job.  This year we would like to hold the training in May so that you have an    

opportunity to learn what is expected before you are in the position.  The training will be held on  

May 11 at the Lillington Baptist Church, 210 West Lofton Street in Lillington.  Training will be for     

all Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurers.  We hope that the training will provide you a better     

understanding of your job and make it a much easier task.  In addition, I would like Zone Chairs to 

attend so that we can discuss the program for the year and review your job requirements.   

Vince Schimmoller, 

District Governor Elect 

https://www2.lionsclubs.org/p-393-removable-oval-bumper-sticker.aspx

