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Deadline for news articles      

is the 20th of each month.  
 

It’s an exciting time to be a Lion in District 31F. As we move 
towards the state convention, Lionism in our great state is 
getting better and better. I don’t mean changing. I mean  
improving. 

As we approach our state convention in Greensboro in 
May, there are a few things that will be highlighted that I 
want to bring to everyone’s attention. First, statewide redis-
tricting will come up for a vote. The plan that will be pre-
sented for a vote is printed in this edition of the Advocate 
so that those Lions who intend to vote as certified dele-
gates may review it. The plan was put together by five   
past council chairs who were acting in the best interest of 
the state as a whole. The plan is as fair and unbiased as 
possible in its current form and is being put forward to the 
membership without any changes or gerrymandering.     
Redistricting is utilitarian in nature and will not be painless. 
True improvements seldom are. If anyone has any ques-
tions or concerns, please feel free to contact me directly.     
I see my function as providing you with the accurate and 
useful information that you need to make an informed     
decision. I believe in the membership and that collectively 
we will make the decision that is best for us all. 

Another item up for vote at the state convention is a name 
change to the Humanitarian/White Cane fundraising      
program. The proposed new name of this program is the 
more globally encompassing “Lions Brighter Visions.”      
Lions Brighter Visions will cover everything that was      
previously supported within the Humanitarian/White Cane 
fund raising drive and will be publicized through a large 
multi-media campaign across the state if carried. Again, I 
am available to discuss any questions or concerns about 
this name change with you at any time. 
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Also at this year’s state convention, we will be hosting a new service project. This will 
be a Stop Hunger now meal packaging event, just like the one we had at our second 
District 31F council meeting in Sanford. During this time, participants will join together 
to again package 10,000 meals for distribution to a school in a third world country,  
and thus provide both nourishment and incentive to continue 
their education to needy children. We are proud to have hosted 
this event within our own district and look forward to seeing that 
service extend on a state-wide level. 

Finally, I’d like to officially thank District Governor Elect Vince 
Schimmoller for putting together a wonderful and informative  
District 31-F Mid-Winter Convention. We were able to have the 
entire convention at a cost of only $35/person, which was a       
reduction in $10/person from last year and still included a full day 
of activities and 3 meals. We believe that our inexpensive, one 
day concept is working well as attendance was up over 15% 
from last year. 

We had a great afternoon of instruction, which included training 10 new Certified 
Guiding Lions from 3 different districts. Overall it was a wonderful day, and I appreci-
ate everyone who attended and supported this event. 
As you can see, it’s an exciting time to be a Lion. I have thoroughly enjoyed my year 
as governor and look forward to closing out my year by working until the very last mo-
ment for the continued betterment of our organization. 

DG Randy Kirby 

On February 2nd our district had the following ten Lions       
partake in   the Certified Guiding Lions Training:  Teresa 
Kelly; Raymond Marshall; Jerry Thomas; Ron Kelly; 
Robert Sprinkle; Carolyn Sprinkle; Terry  Cauble;    
James Kiser; Keri Cook; Kenneth Smith 
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Dear NC Lions, 

Camp Dogwood needs you! Please consider coming out to Camp Dogwood and volun-
teering with the blind and visually impaired campers we serve. Volunteering for a week 
with us will be the most rewarding experience of your summer.  You can make a signifi-
cant difference in the lives of the blind and visually impaired. Do you enjoy helping peo-
ple? Come see what Camp Dogwood is all about, and how important it is to the individu-
als we serve. This summer Camp Dogwood will serve up to 88 campers per week. 
To accomplish this we need 8 volunteers each week. 
  

Meals and lodging are provided at no charge to our volunteers. This is a one week commitment. We 
request that all volunteers arrive by 3pm on Sunday, and depart after breakfast following Saturday. 
We have a volunteer orientation meeting at 3pm on arrival Sundays. The application is attached to 
this email. If you need additional information, or a paper copy of the application please let us know. 
We are happy to mail them out and they are also available on our website 
www.nclionscampdogwood.com . 

  
Whether you are an alumni or new volunteer, we hope you will plan on joining us this 
summer. Fun and fellowship will abound. New friends are waiting to be found. Favorite 
pastimes are in place, and we hope to add more musical performances and guest 
speakers. Wireless internet is available if you would like to bring your laptop. We en-
courage you to bring your spouse or a Lion friend to volunteer with. If you cannot vol-
unteer this summer please help us by passing this application on to someone 
who can. 
  

Please contact me with any questions at 800-662-7401 ext. 229 or email me at 
susan@nclionsinc.org. You may also visit our website at www.nclionscampdogwood.com for addi-
tional information. 

Please consider joining us this summer. We look forward to having you here! 
  

            Best regards, 

Susan King, Director—Camp Dogwood for the Blind & Visually Impaired 

Camp Dogwood Meeting and Retreat Center 

7050 Camp Dogwood Dr. - PO Box 39 - Sherrills Ford, NC 28673 

phone: 800-662-7401 / 828-478-2155 x229 - fax: 828-478-4419 

  

www.meetingcentercampdogwood.org 

www.nclionscampdogwood.com 

http://www.nclionscampdogwood.com/
http://us.mc1211.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=susan@nclionsinc.org
http://www.nclionscampdogwood.com/


I would like to thank all of you that attended the District 31F mid-winter convention at 
the Hampton Inn& Suites on Feb. 2. I was very pleased with the 
presentations from the various clubs and the participation from 
the Lions in the audience. I would like to share with you several 
items of upcoming events. 

BOYS AND GIRLS HOME 
Lions Work Day at the Boys & Girls Homes of North Carolina 
will be held on Saturday, April 13. This is a good time for Lions 
from District 31F to interact with residents and other Lions. If 
you are planning on participating, please arrive between 8:30 
am and 9:00 am for assignments. Please also bring work gloves, gardening tools, and 
anything you feel will assist in the cleanup of the grounds. Two years ago, a major 
clean up was done of the inside and outside of the cottage, including the kitchen and 
teaching parents apartment. Last year, painting in other parts of the campus was done. 
Cleaning up out-side and landscaping is almost always a task. A cookout will be held at 
noon. 

EYE DONOR AWARENESS MONTH 
March is Eye Donor Awareness Month. It’s a special time to honor donors and their 
families for the tremendous gift of sight they give to improve the lives of corneal recipi-
ents. The transplant process depends on the priceless corneal donation from one hu-
man to another. Donated eyes are also needed for research and education. Through 
the Lions Clubs Eye Banks, you can help restore the sight of children and adults who 
need precious eye tissue. Contact your local eye bank today to help raise awareness 
in your community about the importance of eye donation. 

CAMP DOGWOOD VOLUNTEER WEEK 
Camp dogwood volunteer week will be April 14—18, 2013. More details will be avail-
able soon. Please keep these dates in mind. The beauty of Camp Dogwood can be at-
tributed to the assistance of the many volunteers across the state of North Carolina. 
This is a great opportunity to share time with other Lions and to make the camp look 
good for our summer campers. 
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Vince Schimmoller 
District Governor Elect 



Page 5  



Page 6  

The 25th Annual Lions International Peace Poster Contest winner is Jenny Park, from California, 
USA. Her poster, which beautifully depicts her thoughts on the theme “Imagine Peace,” was chosen 
by judges for its originality, theme portrayal and artistic merit. 
From Jenny Park, on her winning poster and finding peace in the world: 
When I first saw the topic 
“Imagine Peace,” the first 
thing that came to my mind 
were many different influen-
tial people, but the eight I 
decided to draw on my 
poster stood out to me. As 
you can see, they all had, 
and still have great impact 
on world peace. 
These are people from dif-
ferent places and different 
times, of different faith, of 
different race, gender, ages 
and many more characteristics. Yet, they all share one thing in common; they all found peace within 
themselves; some by overcoming difficulties in their lives, some by living up to the idea that they 
hold dear, but all projecting their inner peace to make difference in the world, individual peace culmi-
nating in one grand peace, transcending time and place. 
The reason why I decided to draw a self-portrait in the middle of this poster is because I wanted to 
convey that peace begins with any regular individual, just like me and you. We don’t have to be the 
Dalai Lama or Mother Teresa to be creators of peace. 
Congratulations to Jenny Park and the 23 Merit Award Winners! 
2013-14 Peace Poster Contest kits are now on sale. Order one today to participate in the next  
theme, “Our World, Our Future.” 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/our-work/youth-programs/peace-poster-contest/index.php
http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/planning-projects/youth/peace-poster/index.php
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Special thanks to Lion Jim 

Kirkland from the Lumber-

ton Lions Club for  taking 

our Mid-Winter District 

Convention Photos. 
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Location: Lillington Community Center              
607 South 13th Street, Lillington, NC 27546  

Date & Time: MAY 4TH 9am - 1pm  


