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Deadline for news articles      

is the 20th of each month.  

 

Happy November 

“I’m so blessed!”  Those were the first words she spoke.  She was 
a twelve year old, blind from birth, and born with difficulties that 
most of us cannot begin to comprehend.  But something special 
had happened to her.  In a word, it was the Lions.  She was a par-
ticipant in the 2012 Visually Impaired Persons Fishing Tournament 
at the Outer Banks.  She had caught the largest fish for the tourna-
ment and she was truly blessed… through you. 

 

It’s exciting times here in district 31F.  We have exciting events 
coming up, and we’re breaking the mold and trying new things.  
First we have a cabinet meeting on November 3rd in the Sanford 
Lions Den.  Not exciting you say?  Well, immediately following that 
meeting we will break the mold and have a new event.  In conjunc-
tion with Stop Hunger Now we will package 10,000 meals for world 
wide hunger relief in about two hours.  It is an exciting, hands on 
event that we don’t want to limit to ourselves.  Please join us and 
bring your spouse, friends, children and potential recruits.  Let’s 
share the opportunity of service.  After that in February 2013 we 
will have our district convention.  We have already broken the mold 
by taking the convention down to a one day event and eliminating 
the formal dinner.  This year we will continue our tradition of break-
ing new ground by having a district convention that focuses on 
you.  Instead of inviting an international director, we will have inter-
active seminars that are designed to enhance your Lions experi-
ence.  The cost will be low in both time and money, and the focus 
will be on you!  Please attend if you are interested and able. 

Since I last wrote about visits I have had the pleasure of visiting 
Broadway, Lake Waccamaw, Western Harnett, and Whiteville.  My 
thanks for their hospitality and time. 

 

Again, the take home message here is thanks for all you do.  
Thanks especially for being such a consistent force for good.  
Through declining membership or a difficult economy, you are 
there, and you are continuing to provide good service. Keep up the 
great work and contact me if you have any questions, concerns, or 
needs.  I am enjoying our year of service together. 

 

Dr. Randy Kirby 

District Governor  

910-212-2066 
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 Dear Lions, 

It is my great pleasure and privilege to report to you that Lions have successfully met the Gates Challenge! 

In the past year, all across the globe, Lions came together in support of One Shot, One Life: The Lions Mea-

sles Initiative by contributing an astounding US$10 million to help end the death and disease caused by 

measles. What a spectacular achievement! 

As you know, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation promised to match every US$2 raised by Lions with 

US$1, if we reached our US$10 million goal. So, meeting the Gates Challenge means that Lions will be 

able to contribute a total of US$15 million this year to help protect the world’s children from the brain 

damage, hearing loss, blindness and death caused by measles. Lions’ dedication to combating this deadly 

disease is a clear demonstration of our deep commitment to protecting the health and well-being of our 

most vulnerable children. We have shown the world that we are not only Knights of the Blind but protectors 

of children, as well. 

Although meeting the Gates Challenge was made possible through the efforts of all Lions, members in 

three countries contributed nearly US$6 million of the US$10 million raised and deserve our special 

thanks. The Lions of Multiple District 300 – Taiwan contributed US$2.9 million, the Lions of Japan mobi-

lized US$2 million, and the Lions of Korea provided nearly US$1 million! I am truly grateful to our fellow 

Lions in OSEAL for their extraordinary generosity. 

Many of you have recently asked me whether or not Lions Clubs International Foundation would continue 

its efforts to combat measles once our US$10 million goal had been met. LCIF is currently working with the 

Gates Foundation to chart our future course and it is my sincere hope that Lions all over the world will con-

tinue to build upon this extraordinary achievement. 

As Chairperson of our Foundation, and the father of three healthy children, I thank you, from the bottom of 

my heart, for rolling up your sleeves and getting to work on combating measles. Lions are giving the 

world’s children a very precious gift: the chance to live a healthy life. It is my great hope that the day will 

soon come when no child’s life is cut short by measles. I am so proud to be able to say that when that 

beautiful day does come, it will have been made possible, in part, through the efforts of Lions. 

Sincerely, 

Wing-Kun Tam - Chairperson, Lions Clubs International Foundation 

Lions Diabetes Awareness Month 

Diabetes prevention is proven, possible and powerful. Eating healthier and getting 30 minutes of 

physical activity five days a week are two simple lifestyle changes that can delay or prevent diabe-

tes.  In November, Lions have two special opportunities to promote diabetes awareness: November 

is Lions Diabetes Awareness Month, and November 14 is World Diabetes Day. 

Your club might consider doing one of the following to promote this cause:  Invite a healthcare pro-

fessional to speak about diabetes at your club; Donate current diabetes books to your local library 

and insert a bookplate to identify your club’s donation; Promote diabetes prevention through a radio 

pubic service announcement; Sponsor a healthy cooking demonstration for people with diabetes; 

Promote the importance of an annual dilated eye exam to detect diabetic eye disease. 

No matter what direction your club decides to take, please take the time to share your success sto-

ries with me.  I will post your events on our district website and in next months newsletter.  

 

Ken Smith                              

2nd VDG 
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 Kindness is a language the blind can see and the deaf can hear! 
Mark Twain 

 

This past week my wife, Donna, and I spent 4 days at the VIP Fishing Tournament in 

Manteo.  I was continually amazed at how true and how often that statement played 

out during the time we spent with the blind and visually impaired folks.  They acknowl-

edged the kindness that we showed by baiting their hook.  They acknowledged the 

kindness we showed by taking the little fish off the hook.  They acknowledged the 

kindness we showed by sharing some time with them asking about their lives.  They 

acknowledged the kindness we showed by offering them a soda or a bottle of water. 

They could not offer enough thanks and praise to the Lions for what they did for them.  

And there was nothing more rewarding than to see how appreciative the VIPs were for 

spending some time to visit with them on a one on one basis.  The day of fishing on 

the pier was a great treat for them and for us.  It was such a pleasure to see how 

elated they were when they caught a fish and most of the fish were about 1-3 ounces 

in size.   

 

What was equally rewarding and heartwarming was seeing about 50-75 teenage kids 

from several LEO clubs helping the VIPs while they were fishing.  Two teenage girls 

truly made the day for one VIP as they baited the hook they talked to the worms say-

ing “poor little worm” but we need to feed you to the fish.  Then when the VIP pulled 

up the fish they would talk to the fish saying “nice little fish you made someone very 

happy”.  This particular gentleman VIP won an award for the most fish and he told this 

story to the entire room of 700 VIPs and volunteers.  In his case “kindness truly was a 

language that the blind could see” and he will remember this day for the rest of his life.   

 

If any Lion wants a truly amazing and rewarding experience, I recommend that you 

spend a couple of days next year at the VIP Fishing tournament.  It will cost you less 

than $100 for 3 days of lodging and food and you will get to spend some quality time 

with many great VIPs. 

 

Mark your calendar.  The District 31F mid-winter convention is coming up soon.  The 

date is Saturday, Feb. 2, 2013 at the Hampton Inn Suites in Southern Pines.  I will 

provide more information in the next newsletter. 

 

Vince Schimmoller 

1
st
 VDG 



Bladen, Cumberland, Columbus, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland 
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On Saturday, Oct 20 the Lumberton Lions and Lumberton Lady Lions hosted the annual VIP Party 
for our blind friends in Lumberton.  18 Visually Impaired Persons (VIPS) attended... they were 
treated to a banquet of fried chicken, BBQ, with all the fixings including good old banana pudding.   
The VIP's enjoyed sharing their experiences at Camp Dogwood and the VIP Fishing Tournament 
which 5 had attended this week.  They had an old fashioned gospel sing as well as receiving door 
prizes from Wal-Mart and each VIP  received  a 50 dollar gift card from the Lions to a local grocery 
store.  

Lion Club President Sammy Cox passing out gift cards. 
Lion Jimmy Martin leading the audience in                           

singing gospel hymns. 

A candidate for the office of second vice district governor shall: 
(1) Be an Active Member in good standing of a chartered Lions club in good standing in his/her 
single or district. 
(2) Secure the endorsement of his/her club or a majority of the clubs in his/her single or district. 
(3) Have served or will have served at the time he/she takes office as second vice district gover-
nor: 
(a) As president of a Lions club for a full term or major portion thereof, and a member of the board 
of directors of a Lions club for no less than two (2) additional years; and 
(b) As zone chairperson or region chairperson or cabinet secretary and/or treasurer for a full term 
or major portion thereof. 
(c) With none of the above being accomplished concurrently. 
DISTRICT GOVERNOR, FIRST AND SECOND VICE DISTRICT GOVERNOR ELEC-TION PRO-
CEDURES. Any member of a club in the district seeking the office of first or second vice district 
governor shall file his/her intention to so run in writing with the Nominating Committee prior to the 
day of its report to the convention, and furnish evidence of his/her compliance with the qualifica-
tions for said office set out in the International Constitution and By-Laws. The Nominating Com-
mittee shall place in nomination at the district convention the names of all candidates so qualified. 
If none are so received and/or so qualified, then, but then only, nominations for the office may be 
made from the floor. Each candidate shall be allowed one nominating speech of no more than 
five (5) minutes duration, and one seconding speech of no more than three (3) minutes duration. 

Have you considered being  a candidate for the       

office of  second vice district governor? 
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Gather your coworkers and friends to team together for the Strides Walk for 
Diabetes Awareness Sponsored by the Carthage Lions Club 

Saturday, October 20, 2012 
Registration begins at 9:00am 

The Strides Walk begins at 10:00am at 

Nancy Kiser Park, Carthage 
(Beside Carthage Elementary School, Rockingham Street) 

3K (2 miles) 

Funds raised benefit: juvenile diabetic research & the needy visually         
impaired.  Vendors on site to answer your diabetic questions and product 

needs.  Walk and receive a T-SHIRT 

PRIZES for: 
1. Team with most walkers 

2. Team with most funds raised 
3. Participant with most funds raised 

Raise $100 in pledges and receive $25 gift certificate 
Raise $250 in pledges and receive $50 gift certificate 
Raise $500 in pledges and receive $100 gift certificate 
Prizes to be announced the day of the Strides Walk. 

To join us: Come to the Park the day of the walk as an individual or form a 
team.  All pledges raised are greatly appreciated.  (To be eligible for prizes 
pledges must be submitted the day of the Walk).                                   
Questions? Call 910-315-1976. 


