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HAPPY JULY 

Greetings to you all from the International Convention here in 
beautiful Busan, South Korea.  I wanted to take a moment to 
write down some things that are currently on my mind and        
express my thanks to everyone for both the past year and our 
coming year in Lionism.  First of all, I am overwhelmed by the 
amount of good will I have run across here at the International 
Convention in Busan, Korea.  I have met lions from all over the 
world here, and universally I have been overwhelmed with what 
dedicated and service focused people they are.  What’s more, 
Cindy and I even met local Lions on the street during our visit in 
Beijing, China last week.  We were fortunate enough to actually 
see Chinese Lions organizing a blood drive in the middle of 
downtown Beijing as part of their local service project.  What all 
of this has shown me is what a real difference Lions are making 
in their local communities through their dedication, planning and 
action.  We truly are living in a World of Service, as our new Inter-
national President has pointed out, and I am proud to be a mem-
ber of this organization that so positively affects so many people. 

 

Something else that has struck me is how much the people I 
meet from each of the over 200 countries represented here at the 
International Convention continues to remind me of the wonderful 
Lions that I know back in my home district of 31F.  Everyone has 
reminded me of the positive attitudes, good will, and dedication to 
the cause of serving those in need that I’m surrounded with at 
home.  I sincerely am fortunate to know and work with each of 
you, and I want to take a few moments to say thank you for that. 
 

First of all, I want to say thank you to our immediate Past District 
Governor, Denny Buchter.  He’s my father-in-law, so I sort of 
have to thank him anyway, but his commitment to his work with 
the Lions Club has had him living apart from his wife for the last 7 
months in order to finish out his year as District Governor before 
joining her in their new home in Colorado.  He has done tremen-
dous work here in the District and has served as a role model 
and mentor for me throughout the last several years.  I am 
pleased to be able to follow his lead and continue to provide  
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leadership within our District.  I wouldn’t be in this position without his support, but I also would-
n’t have the foundation I have without the work of so many other people during this past year.  I 
want to thank each and every Lion within our District for all that you have done during this past 
year and the years leading up to that.  It’s your work and your commitment that provide the foun-
dation of each of your leaders, from your club officers all the way to the International President. 
 

Finally, I want to thank everyone for the support they’re showing me and the Lions organization 
as we move into the next year.  For each of you fulfilling a role at the District Level, thank you for 
your commitment and the extra work you do.  In the past years we’ve seen fewer people filling   
a larger number of roles, and we’re going to be working hard this year to bring in the many   
wonderful and talented people we have serving on a local level to 
help fill those roles in the future.  Thank you all for sharing your 
time and energy to support the District.  We’ve had some neces-
sary last minute changes to some of those positions just as the 
year is starting, and I particularly want to say thank you to every-
one for remaining flexible and stepping forward to help even with 
short notice.  I also want to say thank you to everyone who 
serves a position within their local clubs.  Your assistance 
throughout the year cannot be over estimated.  Your support 
makes the entire District run smoothly and allows us to branch 
out to provide even more service to our  

 

communities and district as a whole throughout the year.  I want to finish by thanking each mem-
ber of each local Lions Club.  The point I always want to keep in mind is that it is your individual 
work, time, energy and support that allows us to do every single thing that we do as Lions.  A 
group of club leaders, district leaders and even international leaders are ineffective without those 
who are willing to put in the effort to provide service and who are dedicated to making this world 
a better place for everyone.  You are that group.  Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. 

 

Again, the take home message here is thanks for all you do.  Keep up the great work and     
contact me if you have any questions concerns or needs.  I look forward to a great year of     
service. 

 

Randy 

 

Thomas R. Kirby 

910-212-2066 

Thomas_kirby@rocketmail.com 
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I wish I could thank each and every one of you—each and every Lion and Leo—for 
your past year of service. As my year as your international president ends, I am    
overwhelmed with what we accomplished in one short year.        
Together, we planted nearly 10 million trees, improving our         
environment for generations to come.  We helped many millions of 
people around the world, providing much needed services and 
hope. 

I have always believed that when we work together, Lions make 
communities better. Now, I know that when we believe, amazing 
things happen. 

Thank you, Lions and Leos of the world, for making a significant 
difference in our communities and the world. We planted trees, fed the hungry,      
prevented blindness, helped young people and so much more.   I believe—I know—
that together, We Serve. 

Wing-Kun Tam 

http://www.lionsclubs.org/EN/member-center/membership-and-new-clubs/global-membership-team/presidents-theme/million-tree/index.php
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This is an example of how we as Lions can make a difference in someone's life.  

In April of 2011, Tom Bass and about 40 other blind and visually impaired people from western Harnett 

County and the Fayetteville area spent a day visiting the animals at the local Aloha Zoo, an event spon-

sored by the Western Harnett Lions Club.   They had the opportunity to touch, pet, and smell many of the 

animals that were in the zoo.  Little did Tom know that this was the beginning of a remarkable friendship 

and an unbelievable change in his life.   

Tom is 38 years old and became blind about 7 years ago.  His blindness resulted from an allergic reaction 

to penicillin.  He lives by himself in the community that he grew up in while he was sighted.    

As Tom got off the bus at the zoo, he was met by 

Vinny Reilly, a member of the Western Harnett Li-

ons Club.  Vinny stayed with Tom throughout the 

day at the zoo.  The picture shows Tom and Vinny 

with a small ferret that he had the experience to 

explore.  During his day at the zoo Tom had the op-

portunity to pet a lion cub, hold a piglet, and have a 

camel take a piece of bread from his mouth, leav-

ing nothing but a blast of hot breath and maybe 

some slobber.   When Tom boarded the bus to re-

turn home, Vinny promised to keep in touch with 

him.   

During the next couple of months Tom visited Vinny 

a number of times and went to sporting events such as the Fire Antz hockey and the local baseball 

games.  Tom  had dinner with Vinny and his family several times over the next 2 months.  During one of 

his visits Vinny took Tom onto the lake in his boat and after several trips around the lake he asked Tom if 

he wanted to drive and by using the “clock method” Tom was able to navigate the boat around the lake.    

Needless to say he was ecstatic about being able to drive the boat.   As their friendship grew, Vinny en-

couraged Tom to go to Camp Dogwood to experience a week of freedom and expand his horizons.  Tom 

sent in his application and in July Vinny took Tom to Camp Dogwood to spend a week with 70-80 other 

blind or visually impaired people.  When Vinny picked up Tom on Saturday, he could not stop talking 

about all of the friends that he met and tell about the new experiences he had encountered at the camp.  

With this experience behind Tom, he was ready to expand his horizons and look for other adventures.  

Tom, with Vinny’s encouragement and willingness to drive Tom, enrolled in the Morhead School for the 

Blind where he was evaluated and was number one in the group that was being tested.  Prior to his blind-

ness Tom worked in the “personal care” field and was once again certified in that area of work.  He is now 

enrolled for additional study at the Fayetteville Tech.   He is very excited about life and has become an 

active member of the local community. 

Tom came to the Western Harnett Lions Club meeting a made a presentation about his life changing 

event.  This all happened because of a day at the zoo and someone giving time and taking an interest in 

improving someone’s lot in life.  It truly made a difference in Tom’s life and Tom also provided Vinny with  

a rewarding experience.  These actions clearly demonstrate the Lions motto of “We Serve” and thanks to 

Tom for such a great attitude. 

Vince Schimmoller,1st VDG / Western Harnett Lions Club 
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Bladen, Cumberland, Columbus, Harnett, Hoke, Lee, Montgomery, Moore, Richmond, Robeson, Sampson, Scotland 
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Check the topics you would like to see covered. 

Officer responsibilities and duties  Club Structure 

Time Management     Club Activities 

Club Excellence Process    Problem Solving 

Setting Goals     Managing Meetings 

Motivating Members    Developing Leaders 

Membership Reports    Activity Reports 

Membership Key Awards    Club President Excellence Award 

Fundraising      Adopted Service Programs 

Zone Meetings     District Officer Structure 

Club Planning     New Member Induction 

Officer Elections     Officer Installation ceremony 

Member Recruitment    Member Retention 

Club Committees     Public Relations 

Lions Clubs International Foundation  North Carolina Lions, Inc. 

Leos       Lions-Quest 

District Programs     District Awards 

 

OTHER – (Describe topic) 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Computer Basics (After Officer Training) 

 

Mail to: 

Brad Logsdon, PCC - District Leadership Team 

12 Village by the Lake - Southern Pines, NC 28387-3237 

Name:      Club: 

Position:       

Saturday, July 14, 2012 (AGENDA) 

9:00 am – White Cane Kick-off; 10:00 am – Cabinet Meeting; 11:00 am – Lunch;  

11:30 am – Officer Training 

Training Session: 

Lumberton Den Clubhouse 

1985 Carthage Road (Exit 19-I95) 

Lumberton 
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Sanford Lions Club 74th Lee Regional Fair September 11-16, 2012 


